WGCL General Meeting Minutes

September 22, 2010

Taylor Elementary School

Call to Order: 7:04P

· Crime Report – Officer Jason Gauthier

42 reported incidents in past 5 months with overall decline in crime

· Fleta Jackson and John White, Norfolk Storm Water Management, 823-4000
Review of new street sweeping signage, signs to be placed by code every 200 feet on existing poles where possible, basketball hoops need to be out of the street by city code, drainage concerns on Norfolk Southern property will require more than simple dredging and that project will be look at in the future in conjunction with NS.  Individual areas of concern brought up by residents and these were recorded by Ms. Jackson for review.

· Geoff Segal, Representative from Elizabeth River Crossings, www.midtowntunnel.org
Timeline for tunnel construction reviewed, projected tolls not set but currently at $2.17, traffic survey now underway, 29 parcels in Portsmouth may be acquired by imminent domain for the project with only a portion of a commercial property possibly needed on the Norfolk side.  Again confirmed to the membership that there are “absolutely no plans” to overtake residential properties in Norfolk for the tunnel expansion project.  Road management (Hampton Boulevard) plans will be left to the city and state, ERC is not involved in those decisions.  Could not address the impact on Hampton Boulevard with regard to traffic patterns and speed at this time.  No additional volume of traffic anticipated with the tunnel expansion – denied reports of a 25% increase in volume.

· Neighborhood Security Report – none.

· General meeting minutes from April 2010 approved.

· NCSB update – takeover of services from Sentara/EVMS occurred on Aug 10, 2010.  Member stated NCSB will be accepting commercial insurance in the near future as opposed to their prior model, which only served the uninsured/government insured.  Board position is to continue to push for greater transparency between the CSB and the communities.

· Councilman Winn is working on traffic camera to monitor the “NO RIGHT TURN” violations 

· Reminder to membership of traffic restrictions from 2:30p to 6:00p exiting Chelsea.

· Treasury Report and proposed budget – approved.

Details can be found online at www.westghent.org

· Progress Committee – Tim Faulkner

No new acquisition plans reported to league by MHI, construction complete on either side of closed Warrington Avenue.

· Parks – Scott Harper

Sewer replacement project planned for West Ghent in Spring 2011.  Public hearing, yet to be announced, anticipated in October 2010.  HRSD will be quests at November general meeting to answer questions and give an overview of the project.

Reforestation plans are underway and community groups sought to help oversee and assist with plantings and maintenance.

· Social – George Pegram

Membership Drive Friday October 8th at Graydon Place Park.

· Sharon McDonald publically apologized for concerns over credit card abuse within her off of Revenue.  Pledged to have the budge online and work hard to regain the trust of the community.

· Ben Bublick – owner of new establishment “The Birch” to be located in Chelsea, beer and tapas bar.  Parking has been leased to them by MHI.

· New Leaf representative provided roses for members and discussed new location on Orapax and Redgate.

Meeting Adjourned: 8:39P

