WEST GHENT CIVIC LEAGUE
Minutes of the September 15, 2009 General Membership Meeting
7:00 p.m. W.H. Taylor ES

· CALL TO ORDER at 7:04 p.m. by President Dan Neumann
· NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY REPORT
Mike Barclift – Neighborhood Security Coordinator

crime@westghent.net 

Officer Gilda Klein (390-0405 gildaklein@norfolk.gov ):

Officer Klein last reported out on 4/21/09 (at last GM meeting)

38 incidents from 4/1/09 through 9/14/09; over half are larcenies: 19 larcenies from vehicles, 1 commercial burglary (at Mallory CC), 3 non-residential burglaries (outside the house), 1 incident on Claremont – resident robbed by an acquaintance at gunpoint.
The “fondler”: He is not a stalker or sexual predator; he fondles his victims (sexual assault).  Police do have a photo of him from store surveillance camera where he fondled a customer – the photo matches victims’ descriptions and has been positively ID’d by victim.  Police are still looking for him; sexual unit will not release the photo because they are still working the case.

Mike Barclift:
Neighborhood crime stats are on WGCL website

Dan Neumann:
Stats show crime in West Ghent trending down since 2005
· SECRETARY’S REPORT (Sybil Spurgeon)

Approval of Minutes:
Motion to approve the minutes from April GM meeting, May special meeting, August special meeting without reading; motion carries.

· PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Dan Neumann)
1. Audit Committee:

Len Weireter, David Britt and Robert Fiveash will do this year’s audit of the books.  
2.   Membership Committee Update 
Tim will be relinquishing chair to Mark Moses to focus on the West Ghent Progress Committee.  

3.   NEW West Ghent Progress Committee:
Committee will identify traffic and other issues that threaten the integrity of the neighborhood; will deal with issues around the Chelsea business district, MIT expansion, light rail, etc.
4. Closing of Gresham Ramp:
City had planned to close Gresham ramp, which provided direct access to Chelsea from Hampton Blvd., at request of Sentara NGH; ramp traffic was preventing emergency vehicles from getting through.  Dan spoke to City officials about WGCL Board’s concerns that closure of ramp will force more Chelsea-bound  traffic down Redgate and Claremont, exacerbating WG traffic problems.  City has agreed to hold off on ramp closing until WG traffic issues can be addressed.
· TREASURER’S REPORT (Chris Smythe)

treasurer@westghent.net 

See Treasurer’s Report attached as part of powerpoint presentation.

Civic League was over budget last year by $150.
117 paid members so far – ahead of same point in time last year

2009-2010 budget proposal: big expenses are newsletter, website improvements

Motion to approve proposed 2009-2010 budget; motion carries.

· SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT (George Pegram)
social@westghent.net
Upcoming social events:
La Boheme on 10/9:  Allan Reynolds of Virginia Opera is hosting a pre-event wine and cheese at his home at 6:30 for WGCL members; includes VIP parking at the event and VIP room for intermissions

3rd Annual Fall Festival tentatively scheduled for 10/24 at the Mallory CC – details to follow.
· OLD BUSINESS
Tabled motion from August special meeting:
Move That WGCL Go On Record As Being Opposed To Any Zoning Changes That Would Allow Increased Industrial Use Of Property Located in Chelsea Neighborhood of Norfolk.

Chris Smythe: Seems like timing of this motion is off because there are no pending zoning changes

Mary Margaret Lyons: But there might be a zoning change voted on that we miss; this motion would give us a blanket position
Member: We need to change gears and be FOR something to assist neighborhood; all of our positions thus far have been defensive

Dan Neumann; other members:  We should address zoning issues as they arise.

Motion to rescind this motion; motion carries.
· NEW BUSINESS

1. Proposed sale& closure of Warrington Avenue with attendant “down-zoning” of Houff property:
Dan Neumann:  There has been a lot of work and discussion about business expansion in Chelsea and coexisting with these businesses while maintaining the integrity of the neighborhood.  By way of background, in February 2009 the WGCL voted not to oppose Warrington Avenue closure because voting members did not have information suggesting that the closure would impact the neighborhood.  Since that time, many issues have arisen that create potential traffic pressure in the neighborhood and many residents expressed concern.  MHI voluntarily pulled issue from City Council’s 9/1 agenda after WGCL special August meeting where voting members voted to oppose sale and closure.  The issue is now back on City Council’s agenda for 9/22 but has been modified slightly.  Dan asks MHI representative Tom Eppley to clarify exactly what will be before City Council on 9/22.
Tom Eppley:  MHI’s petition is for the sale and closure of Warrington Avenue PLUS an ordinance to restrict the deed of the Houff property (not yet owned by MHI but they plan to acquire); still working out details with the City.  MHI’s purchase of Houff property should consummate by end of 2009.  Ordinance would limit use of Houff property to corporate offices and parking (I1); currently it is zoned more industrial (I2).

Perry Frazer makes motion:  

The West Ghent Civic League continues to oppose the sale and closure of Warrington Avenue, and any other action that may potentially contribute to the increased capacity of the Chelsea business region, until the City conducts a comprehensive development, traffic and safety study that provides a viable solution to separate the activities of the residential and business districts in order to maintain the integrity of the West Ghent Neighborhood.
Doug Lyons:  We voted on this issue already and the motion that carried should have been sent to the City Council.  We don’t want more parking at the Houff property.  We don’t need another motion; we already passed a motion.

Scott Harper:  What is the benefit of the downzoning?

Tim Eppley: The deed restriction will always keep property from being developed in to full-blown commercial/industrial business.

Norman Pollack:  Speaking in favor of the motion; goes to the heart of incompatibility of shipyard and the neighborhood.  We need to get behind this motion and let the City know this is our position.

Dan Neumann:  Guzin Akan (City traffic rep) has proposed a new traffic pattern to keep Chelsea traffic out of WG (see diagram in powerpoint)

Chris Smythe:  The new motion takes the previous motion one step further and makes a demand on the City to study this issue 

Charles Jenkins:  Question for Tim Eppley – how big is MHI going to get?

Tim Faulkner (WGCL Parliamentarian):  Question is not related to the motion and will not be answered; let’s stay on point

Tom Scarpelli:  With respect to the proposed new traffic pattern, mere signs are ineffective

Dan Neumann:  Agree that signs are not enough; we are working on tougher enforcement options

Scott Slater:  Need to pass this motion to get long-term solutions

Mary Margaret Lyons:  The motion addresses traffic issues but not safety issues

Perry Frazer:  Actually, motion demands comprehensive traffic AND safety study

MOTION CARRIES BY VOTE OF 78 TO 6.

2. MHI Maintenance Dredging Permit
Dan Neumann:  MHI has applied to VMRC (Virginia Marine Resources Committee) to renew its maintenance dredging permit; MHI is holding the application to give the WGCL a chance to hear about it tonight.
Scott Harper:  I checked with VMRC to find out more about this permit application.  Application is to dredge at 38.1 feet; will be multi-year – probably five years.  Permit depth will maintain existing basin and is a common request from shipyards

Victor Brannon (MHI Counsel):  Old permit depth was 40 feet; silt falls in and we have to redredge

Doug Lyons:  Is the purpose of the new permit to allow installation of a drydock?

Victor Brannon:  No, and we have no plans to put in a drydock.

Charles Jenkins:  How many ships can MHI currently handle in Chelsea location?

Tom Eppley:  Can handle up to four L-class  ships but rarely ever has; can’t bring in aircraft carrier because would require dredging 50 feet, bring in extra power lines, etc.  To handle more ships, would have to build another pier.  In response to other questions:  MHI has no interest in CooperVision buildings; MHI just built an 18,000 square foot shop in Berkeley and that shop handles needs; no need to expand shops in Chelsea.
Chris Smythe:  Motion NOT to oppose MHI’s application to VMRC to renew maintenance dredging permit; motion carries.

Preston Wenger:  I suggest we take no position rather than tacitly approve; MHI is an insidious company and is trying to expand
Dan Neumann:  We should take a position because we sent a letter to VMRC asking for time to learn more and take a position
Mike Barclift:  We are actually well-served to keep the channel safe

David Shirk:  It is a bad idea to always oppose everything MHI does because in doing so we will lose our credibility on the issues that matter

Member:  What environmental entities have been consulted to determine impact of redredge?

Scott Harper:  According to VMRC, all entities consulted determined redredge is environmentally safe
Next meeting is on 11/17.

Meeting adjourned 8:27 p.m. 
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