WEST GHENT CIVIC LEAGUE

Minutes of the September 10, 2009 Board Meeting
7:00 p.m. Tortilla West

 In attendance:  Dan Neumann, Perry Fraser, Chris Smythe, Sybil Spurgeon, Mike Barclift, Tim Faulkner, George Pegram, Scott Harper and Chris Ellingson.
Call to order at 7:11 p.m. by President Dan Neumann.
Agenda Item #1 – Approval of Last Board Meeting Minutes

Minutes from last Board meeting in February 2009 approved.

Agenda Item #2 – 2009-10 Budget
Chris Smythe has created a proposed budget that will be submitted for approval at next General Membership meeting on 9/15/09 (see attached).  Projected membership revenue has been adjusted downward from last year b/c was set too high.  Major expenses include website improvements, newsletter, charitable donations, and neighborhood social events.

Agenda Item #3 – Audit Committee

Dan will appoint Len Weireter, David Britt and Robert Fiveash to do this year’s audit of the books.  Will announce members of Audit Committee at GM meeting on 9/15.
Agenda Item #4 – New West Ghent Progress Committee
Dan will appoint Tim Faulkner (Chair), Brian Casey, John Crumpler, Mary Margaret Lyons, and will also ask Patti Shalansky (sp?) to join.  This Committee will replace the now-defunct MHI committee and will focus on solutions to traffic, crime, Chelsea expansion, etc. to preserve the character and integrity of West Ghent.  Dan will announce committee formation and membership at GM meeting on 9/15.

Agenda Item #5 – Membership Committee Update 
Tim will be relinquishing chair to Mark Moses to focus on the West Ghent Progress Committee.  

Agenda Item #6 – Upcoming Social Events
George is working with Allan Reynolds of Virginia Opera, who is offering to have a private reception at his home on Friday 10/9/09 for all Civic League members who have purchased tickets to that evening’s performance of La Boheme.  More details to follow.

Agenda Item #7 – Traffic Update
Next month, City will put in place new restrictions for the Hampton-to-Brambleton ramp.  Ramp will be closed to trucks, which may create more traffic problems on Hampton and consequently may increase traffic issues for the neighborhood.  Dan has brought these concerns to the City and has learned that these restrictions are being put in place at the request of Sentara because they are having trouble getting emergency vehicles to the hospital.  City will impose restrictions and see what impact is created, then reassess.

Agenda Item #8 – MHI Issues
· City Council Vote 9/22/09

On 9/22/09, City Council will vote on new application from MHI re: closure/sale of Warrington Avenue and downzoning (from I-2 to I-1)of former Houff property.  MHI pulled former application re: Warrington closure/sale only that was going to be voted on by City Council on 9/1/09 and has negotiated with City regarding this latest proposal including the potential Houff property downzoning.  MHI still has not submitted revised application so we do not yet know exact terms of downzoning (will it be in the deed, etc.).  We need to figure out details and report out to membership on 9/15.  

· New Motion to Oppose 

Meanwhile, motion to oppose closure and sale that was approved at Special Meeting last month will be brought back before membership on 9/15 and will likely be enlarged to include opposition to any other action that may potentially contribute to the increased capacity of the Chelsea business region, until a comprehensive traffic and safety study is completed and measures are taken to preserve the integrity of the West Ghent neighborhood.  The Board is getting input from the membership, including the “Concerned West Ghent Residents” group, to shape an agreeable motion to propose for discussion and vote on 9/15.

· VMRC Application (Scott Harper) 

Next month, MHI will apply to VMRC to renew dredging permit and will seek a 4-year “maintenance” permit that will allow them to continue to bring marine traffic on and out of dock, up to 35 feet of depth.  It is not clear whether their prior permit was year-to-year or a 4-year permit – Scott will clarify with VMRC.  Scott reports that, according to VMRC, permit application will only be denied if we can demonstrate environmental harm.  MHI had its application in but has pulled it to give the membership an opportunity to weigh in on 9/15.  MHI will resubmit application once membership weighs in.  Scott will have further discussion with VMRC to clarify the issue and will report out at the meeting on 9/15.

Agenda Item #9 – New Business
None.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:47 p.m.
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