WEST GHENT CIVIC LEAGUE
Minutes of the November 17, 2009 General Membership Meeting
7:00 p.m. W.H. Taylor ES

CALL TO ORDER at 7:05 p.m. by President Dan Neumann
NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY REPORT (Dan Neumann for Mike Barclift)
crime@westghent.net 

Officer’s Report:

Officer Gilda Klein retired and WGCL presented her with a retirement gift 
New Neighborhood Officer introduced: 

Jason Gauthier (jason.gaultier@norfolk.gov )
Officer Gauthier’s report: 

· Biggest crime problem in WG is property theft, esp. theft from auto – don’t leave laptops, GPS, etc. in car
· Only 17 incidents since last GM meeting (9/15/09) – very low crime activity

· 9/17 was last “fondler” incident – he may have left area or been arrested on unrelated matter, but has not been caught
SECRETARY’S REPORT (Sybil Spurgeon)

Approval of Minutes:

Motion to approve the minutes from September GM meeting without reading; motion carries.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Dan Neumann)
West Ghent Progress Committee:
· Committee was formed to identify and address traffic and other issues that threaten the integrity of the neighborhood, and to deal specifically with issues around the Chelsea business district, MIT expansion, light rail, etc.
· Progress committee is working on a new traffic plan in coordination with City’s traffic division; also seeking ideas from ODU’s engineering department; may offer scholarship or other student incentive

· Focusing on possibly installing electronic gates for enforcement of West Ghent-Chelsea traffic barrier; gates would force traffic leaving Chelsea at peak afternoon hours to leave by Brambleton and prevent them from cutting through WG

· Possible alternatives to gates [as suggested by membership]: signs only, signs with cameras, physical barrier closing off streets b/t Chelsea and WG

· Once new traffic pattern plan is completed, will be made public by the City

· MHI has reached out – wants WGCL membership’s input on development and landscaping of Houff property.  [Member suggestion: get Westover Garden Club involved.]
TREASURER’S REPORT (Chris Smythe) 

treasurer@westghent.net 
· See Treasurer’s Report attached as part of power point presentation
· WGCL is still very solvent

· Membership is steady or slightly up; 151 members currently

· Window decals are available for members

· New membership chair: Mark Moses (membership@westghent.net )

· Audit committee continues to audit last year’s books 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT (George Pegram)
social@westghent.net
Upcoming Social Events:
· Tree lighting at Graydon Park: Tuesday 12/22 at 6:00 p.m.; sponsored by Westover Garden Club
· Holiday movie activity: It’s a Wonderful Life at the Naro on 12/21; happy hour before movie at Ghent restaurant – more details to follow
NEW BUSINESS

Member Questions and Comments:
· There is a sign at Westover & Hampton Blvd. suggesting no right hand turn from 2:30-8:00 p.m. – does this mean the no right hand turn hours are being expanded?  [No – may have been put up by Pilates studio to discourage traffic from cutting through]

· Orapax Street is very narrow – has there been any discussion about making it one-way? [Dan: it may be part of new traffic plan}

· Would be great to have a tennis board at Fergus Reid or possibly on WGCL website [Dan: sounds good – we would love your help with that – courts are City-owned]

· Park at Redgate and Greenway needs clean-up after storm – can WGCL organize? [Chris: yes, I can send out e-blast looking for volunteers]
Next meeting is on 2/16/10
Meeting adjourned 7:46 p.m. 
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