WEST GHENT CIVIC LEAGUE
Minutes of the April 20, 2010 General Membership Meeting
7:00 p.m. W.H. Taylor ES

CALL TO ORDER at 7:07 p.m. by President Dan Neumann
GUEST SPEAKERS

Maureen Womack, Norfolk Community Services Board

NCSB is proposing to take over the old Discovery Day Care property located at 801 Redgate Ave.  Maureen presented the following comments with respect to the proposed project and in response to several questions from members:
· NCSB provides treatment for emotionally disturbed individuals on behalf of the City.
· Want to locate close to Sentara to fast-track released patients – Sentara is the in-patient psychiatric unit in Norfolk

· Also would help save money by consolidating locations – main office is already in Ghent on Olney Rd.

· Primary diagnosis for patients they serve is depressive disorder – some suicidal, some psychotic

· NCSB provides intermediate level of care, not acute; patients are primarily 18 or older

· Property would need to be rezoned to accommodate.  Licensed to have 11 beds.

· Patients are primarily Norfolk residents; avg. stay is 5 days; admission is voluntary so no lockdown, but have never had neighborhood incident

· Have another location at Llewellyn and 20th St.

· Provide 24/7 security at overnight location but not due to consumer violence, rather because of the large quantities of meds on-site and frequency of emergency staff needing to come there.
· NCSB has spoken to CHKD and the latter does have safety concerns

· When consumers are released, they are usually picked up by their own family members.

· Admissions must be cleared by a psychiatrist and the facility only serves non-acute patients – is not an alternative to inpatient care but is more of a step-down.

Fleta Jackson and John White, Norfolk Storm Water Management

Alice Kelly, Asst. Director of Public Works

· City will be glad to add addt’l street sweeping signs if helpful – will draft proposal.  [Member comment:  the lack of signs is N-S, not E-W]
· Ponding water at intersections – WG is challenging area for drainage because it is very flat.  They will survey the day after a big storm to locate trouble areas and will use small projects fund to correct over the next year.
· Expanding storm water system would be a capital improvement – a longer term project and would compete for budget dollars

· Storm surge flooding – they are looking at this and preparing briefing for City Council and management – also a long-term project

· Question from Scott Harper: the end pipe (where drainage terminates) at Norfolk Southern is half-buried in mud – does it need to be raised or enlarged and, if so, are there plans for this?  Answer: That pipe is intentionally set into the ground that way to prevent pooling, but will check to see if it needs dredging.
· Q. Do the storm drains get cleaned out? A. Yes, routinely, and more in the fall because of leaf build-up.  Also, they will clean when prompted by resident complaints.

· Q. What are the surveyors who have been recently present in the neighborhood working on? A. A sewer pipe replacement project.

· Alice Kelly:  Can always call 664-7306 – the Right-of-Way Division – to learn why workers are in your neighborhood and what they are working on.

· John White: Will get follow-up to Dan by the Fall on these issues once they have had time to assess

NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY REPORT 
Officer Jason Gauthier (jason.gaultier@norfolk.gov ):
· Crime stats over last 4 months (since last meeting): 32 reported incidents, incl. 27 larcenies, 1 robbery (no weapon), 3 stolen autos (2 recovered, 1 arrest), 1 burglary to residence ($ missing from apartment), 1 burglary to non-residence (shed).

· Call Norfolk cares line if see abandoned vehicles

· Feel free to call Jason during work hours if you need assistance; can email anytime

Mike Barclift (crime@westghent.net):
· Last 90 days of neighborhood crime stats are on the WGCL website; majority of crimes are daytime so be aware
SECRETARY’S REPORT (Sybil Spurgeon)
· Motion to approve the minutes from November 2009 and February 2010 GM meeting without reading; motion carries.

· Minutes are available on the WGCL website.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Dan Neumann)
· Downtown and Ghent Candidates’ Forum on Monday 4/26 at 6 p.m., Naro Expanded Theatre, Cathy Lewis hosting, all candidates will attend, submit questions to Dan at president@westghent.net 

· Block party for Mayor Paul Fraim on Sunday 4/25 from 3-5 p.m. at 1300 block of Princess Anne Rd.  This event NOT sponsored by WGCL.
· Chelsea traffic restrictions are in place from 2:30-6 p.m. to limit traffic egress from Chelsea business district to West Ghent.

· Gresham ramp restriction – can’t use the ramp from 2:30-6 p.m. – emergency vehicles only.

TREASURER’S REPORT (Chris Smythe) 

treasurer@westghent.net 
· See Treasurer’s Report attached as part of power point presentation
· WGCL is still very solvent

· Membership is down slightly over last year but new membership is up, and dues are up due to dues increase – looks like we did not suffer much attrition due to dues increase, which is good
WEST GHENT PROGRESS COMMITTEE REPORT (Tim Faulkner)
· Spoke to Tom Eppley at MHI about noise concerns.  MHI has a policy of no noise after sundown.  Navy can’t make announcements b/t 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.
· Lambert’s Point noise has increased recently; it is a 24-hour facility of Norfolk Southern trains – noise of loading and unloading cargo.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT (George Pegram)

social@westghent.net
· Family day at Tides Park will be Sunday 6/27 at 1:15 p.m.  Your ticket buys a seat and access to the picnic area.  Details and pricing to follow.
· Also planning Fall Music Festival – date and details TBA – will be at Graydon Place or Bluebird Park.

NEW BUSINESS
Board elections for FY 2011  

· Slate of officers:

President - Dan Neumann

Vice president - Tim Faulkner

Treasurer – Chris Smythe

Secretary – Dr. Eric Lowe

            (Perry Frazer (VP)  and Sybil Spurgeon (Secretary) rotating off)

· No nominations received from the floor

· Motion to accept slate as presented; motion carries.

Taylor Carnival: Motion to donate $200 to Taylor Carnival; motion carries.

Mike Savage, Campaign Manager for Mayoral Candidate Daun Hester

· Make sure to get questions in and come to the Candidate’s forum

· Daun wants more transparency from City Council – televise informal sessions, not just formal.  Wants more attention paid to small business and neighborhoods.  

· For more info on Daun: www.madamemayor.com 

FY 2011 General Membership Meeting Dates: 9/21/10, 11/16/10, 2/15/11, 4/19/11
Meeting adjourned 8:11 p.m. 
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