West Ghent Civic League Board Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 4/11/10 @Tortilla West  
                      

Attending:  Dan Neumann, Perry Frazer, Chris Smythe, Sybil Spurgeon, Mike Barclift, Chris Ellingson, Tim Faulkner, Scott Harper
 
Call to Order:  7:20 p.m.
Adjourn: 8:05 p.m.
Next Meeting: TBA (General Mtg. April 21st @ 7:00 p.m.)
1.     Approval of last board minutes 9-10-09: Approved
2. Nominating Committee: Len Weireter, David Britt, Robert Fiveash
Slate: Pres – Dan Neumann, VP – Tim Faulkner, Treas – Chris Smythe, Sec – Eric Lowe
3. Candidates’ Forum: April 26th, Naro (WGCL is co-sponsor)
Will feature City Council and Mayoral candidates; WGCL will solicit questions from membership in advance; select questions that focus on issues that most affect WG.
Mayor Fraim and mayoral candidate Hester also plan to attend our next GM mtg. to speak to membership for 5 minutes each.

4.     Sentara/Norfolk Community Services Board Proposal:
Sentara wants to rent 811 Redgate Ave. (former Discovery Day Care bldg.) to Norfolk Community Services Board for client residential services.  Many WG and Ghent residents have significant safety concerns.  Dan has been in contact with Barclay Winn and has learned that property would have to be rezoned for this use.  Reps from Sentara and NCSB will speak to WGCL membership about these plans at next GM mtg.
5.     Storm Water/Street Sweeping Presentation:
Fleta Jackson, City of Norfolk Storm Water Engineer, will speak at next GM mtg. about storm water drainage and street sweeping issues affecting neighborhood.
6.     Block Party for Mayor Fraim: April 25th 3:30 – 6 PM (1300 block Princess Anne)
7.     Progress Committee Update:
Tim Faulkner: 

Spoke to MHI about night noise complaints; their rep. said they conduct no activity after nightfall and the Navy does not make announcements during those hours, so noise should not be coming from them.  Also spoke to Norfolk Southern rep. who confirmed that they work around the clock and there is attendant noise; did not offer any solutions.

Mary Margaret Lyons (Progress Committee member) is working on getting gate and/or barricades installed to force traffic leaving Chelsea to use Brambleton, block WG cut-through.

Perry Frazer:  
Regarding Chelsea traffic issues, Perry attended Hampton Blvd. Congestion Panel meeting this week; City traffic rep. Guzin Akan indicated she did not know anything about plans to install gates or barricades to control exiting Chelsea traffic – though we only wanted the signs, which are up.
[Tim. F. will let Ms. Lyons know to contact Ms. Akan re: this issue.]

Perry also gave update on closing of Gresham ramp:

City has put up signs prohibiting personal vehicles from using the Gresham ramp, which provided direct access to Chelsea from Hampton Blvd., during peak Hampton Blvd. traffic hours.  So far, City has not been enforcing this restriction but they indicated to Perry that they are going to start strictly enforcing.
8.     Social Plans 2010
Bayou Boogaloo 6/25:  Not likely to repeat last year’s event even though it was successful b/c it is only 2 days before our Family Tides Game event.  May replace with Summer neighborhood party at Graydon Park or Bluebird Park
Family Tides Game 6/27:  Picnic area already reserved; ticket pricing will be similar to last year 
Fall Festival:  Might relocate to neighborhood park  - make it a late Summer event
Other ideas for social events:  sports day, music festival
9. New Business
Scott Harper re: Storm water drainage issue:
Scott did physical survey of neighborhood drainage areas and has identified 3 major issues; will draft memo from Board to City citing these issues and suggesting solutions:

(1) Storm drains backing up because of insufficient drainage to runoff pond at end point (behind Mallory pool); runoff pond is too small to handle amount of drainage and is served by single pipe that is half-submerged in mud.  Pipe needs to be raised and improvements made to pond.

(2) There are no storm drains at cross streets in many key low areas of neighborhood.  This is exacerbated by neighborhood sump pump drainage (removing water from basements), so that standing water is fetid and has no place to go, yet City actually recommends that sump pumps be emptied into streets.  Need to install storm drains in these areas where standing water is commonplace.
(3) Storm water ditches adjacent to swamp at back of neighborhood are supposed to be maintained by City but are not, despite fact that we pay storm drainage water fees for this purpose.  Ditches are overgrown and full of muck, minimizing their effectiveness in handling runoff.  City needs to recut and maintain ditches.
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