WEST GHENT CIVIC LEAGUE
Minutes of the April 21, 2009 General Membership Meeting
7:00 p.m. W.H. Taylor ES

· CALL TO ORDER at 7:05 p.m. by President Dan Neumann
· NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY REPORT
Mike Barclift – Neighborhood Security Coordinator

crime@westghent.net 

Officer Gilda Klein (390-0405 gildaklein@norfolk.gov ):
Crimes of Note:
1 residential burglary at 1000 block of Azalea Ct. (corner of Claremont) – copper wire stolen by group targeting vacant/for sale houses


1 stolen auto – victim knows suspects


Other issue:
Police are trying to enforce the “no left turn” at Redgate and Hampton; w/ heavy enforcement over 1 hour they wrote 23 summonses
· GUEST SPEAKERS
Sara Fentress from Norfolk Animal Control Unit (441-5610)
Ms. Fentress addressed the issues of dog parks, leash laws in the City and the recent complaints about off-leash dogs at Jeff Robertson Park.  There are 12 approved dog parks (where you can let your dog off leash) in the City that can be located by map at www.norfolk.gov .  Not all dog parks are fenced and you let your dog loose at your own risk.

It is illegal to have your dog off leash w/o a permit (except at a City dog park).  To get your dog permitted, they must complete off leash training class at the City’s Animal Care Center.  You must have permit on you at all times when walking the dog off leash.  There is certain property, such as beaches and school grounds, where dog must always be leashed, permit or no.  
Dan presented a powerpoint re: establishing a West Ghent dog park at Jeff Robinson Park.  Jeff Robertson is not currently a dog park.  

Member comment:  If we do convert Jeff Robertson to a dog park, it will attract a lot of non-West Ghent residents.

House of Delegate Candidates Doug Smith (D) and Jennifer Lee (R)

Candidates introduced themselves; Doug Smith encouraged membership to vote in Democratic primary on June 9.  
· SECRETARY’S REPORT (Sybil Spurgeon)

Approval of Minutes:
Motion to approve the minutes from February GM meeting without reading passed.

· PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Dan Neumann)
1. Elections:

Motion to approve current slate of officers passed.
2. Donations:
Civic league donated $50 to Ghent Area Ministry for homeless project.

3.   Elizabeth River Crossing (ERC):
Dan presented powerpoint re: ERC

Mark Moses is spearheading WGCL Midtown Tunnel Expansion Committee formed by Dan last month.  

Comment from Doug Smith, Portsmouth City Council Member and member of Metro Planning Committee:  Proposed toll is $2-$3.  Independent review panel is still meeting.  All that exists right now is a conceptual proposal.
4. MHI Committee Update:
Mike Barclift: The Committee meets quarterly with MHI.  The main issue continues to be parking - not having MHI workers and clients use our neighborhood for overflow parking.  Please let the Committee know if you have an issue related to MHI.
Perry Frazer:  MHI has been doing a great job of controlling parking in the neighborhood – they have guards in golf carts monitoring the streets everyday.  Also, property growth is the main issue of concern, so please have MHI keep membership apprised of future use/acquisition plans.
· TREASURER’S REPORT (Chris Smythe)

treasurer@westghent.net 

See Treasurer’s Report attached as part of powerpoint presentation.

Coffers are full; tickets to 5/17 Tides family day event are on sale now on website.
· MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (Tim Faulkner)
membership@westghent.net
See Membership Committee Report attached as part of powerpoint presentation.
· SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT (George Pegram)

social@westghent.net 

Sunday, May 17 will be Tides game event – in-game picnic area w/ food and beverages provided - $10/kid; $12/adult – this price gets you a ticket for a regular seat as well as entrance to the picnic area.

Committee working on Bayou Boogaloo event on 8/1
· PARKS & PRESERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT (Scott Harper)
See Parks & Preservation Committee Report attached as part of powerpoint presentation.
· TRAFFIC COMMITTEE REPORT
See traffic Committee Report attached as part of powerpoint presentation.  Chris Ellington is new Traffic Committee chair.
· OLD BUSINESS


None.
· NEW BUSINESS

Website Updates – Mike Barclift: 
We have $500/year budgeted for improvements.  Some ideas for improvements include enhanced photo upload on website, discussion forums.  Developer is getting us a quote and Mike will follow up with membership to determine what if any improvements are desired.
Special ERC Meeting with all West Norfolk Civic League will haooen soon – look for signs announcing the date.

Next GM meeting on 9/15/09 @ 7 PM.

Meeting adjourned 7:59 p.m. 
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